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OUR MISSION IS TO EMPOWER WOMEN,
ENCOURAGE EDUCATION, STRENGTHEN FAMILIES,
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE

IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

TOGETHER, WE INSPIRE.
TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER.
TOGETHER, WE GIVE BACK.

TOGETHER, WE RISE.
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y \ Circle of siSTARS Brunch Inc.(CSB) is a group

of powerful ladies that meet on the first Saturday

Sl

-

of each month to inspire and motivate each other,

to share our personal beliefs talents and aspirations

. as women to help better ourselves and our community.
N If you have a growing business we invite you to come.

; i ‘?'Xout and share, in efforts to make the business grow.

|l We currently have ladies that specialize in travel,

of our organization. From birthdays to graduations

All women are welcomed to join us at out monthly events.
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SiSTARS Inc. is our giving back to the community side. /M}
%

We are involved in different ventures throughout the year such as:

Christmas gift drives. /

% % % %

foundation of America.

LN % Back to school supplies drives.
\\ % Scholarships for single parent and low income households.
: i
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We at siSTARS Inc. hope all women are inspired by the work
\'“\ we are doing and would join us on this great mission...

and retirements are celebrated at our monthly brunches.

Feeding the hungry. 4 @rgﬂw ////
Clothing and winter jackets drives. v / " «/é

Fundraising for the Cancer Society and the Lupus e VA
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I en years ago, | had a vision.

It was a vision born from observing women who were
strong, talented, intelligent, hardworking, and capable,
yet did not always have a space where they could come
iopether, encourage one another, share their dreams,
and simply be themselves without judsment.

| asked myvself. What could happen if women came
together not 1o compete, but to celebrate one another?
What if we created a space where one worman's success
could inspire another woman 1o purspe her own?

What if our sisterhood could @aend beyvond ourselves
and become a source of strength for our communities?

Those questions became the beginning of Circle of
siSTARS Brunch Inc. and siSTARS Inc.

Today, as we celebrale our 10th anniversary, | look back
with a heart full of gratitude. What started 2= an idea
has grown into a beautiful journey of sisterhood,
empowerment, service, and love.

I am Kay Malcolm—a mother of three, a wife, a daughter
1o many, 3 sisler to most, and, most importanthy,
a woman who believes deeply in the power of community.

In 2016, a space was created:
Circle of siSTARS Brunch Inc. was bom.

The concept was simple: women would gather on the
first Samurday of each month in 2 welcoming, judgment-
free environment where we could inspire and motiate
one ancther while sharing our personal beliefs, talents,
businesses, dreams, and aspirations.

But [ quickly learned that what we wene creating was
much mone than a monthiy brunch.
\ We were creating a siSTARHOOD.
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A Founder's Reflection on 10 Years of siSTARS Inc.
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S- By Kay Malcolm, Founder
(Ower the vears, our brunch table has welcomed
women from all walks of life. We have women with
businesses in travel, othing, accessonies, gift baskets,
candles, party planning, and =0 much more. We have
encouraged women to bring their businesses to the
table, share what they do, make connections, and
find opportunities o grow

We have also learned 10 celebrate something that is
often overlooked —the milestones of life.
@ Birthdays.
¢ Graduations.
Retirements.
Business acoomplishments.
Personal achievements.

o
@
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Every milestone is worth celebwating because every
milesione represents a journey. Behind every
accomplishment is a story of perseverance, sacrifice,
faith, determination, and hand work.

But | knew our work could not stop wilh encouraging
ome another, If we were truly poing to call ourselves
$i5TARS, then our light had 10 extend beyond our own
cincle

That is why siSTARS Inc. became the giving-back side
of our organization. Our mission expanded from
empowering women to helping those in our
communities who necded support.

“When one of us rises,
we all have an op f’s;aﬂum{y

to rise with
— BAY MALCOLM

Wi

6)}@ 50.5!::&50&3:.5 are JM?M

___Q'l____




A Decadeof

SINSTERHOOD, SERVICE,
and PURPOSE

A Founder’s Reflection on 10 Years of siSTARS Inc.
By Kay Malcolm, Founder

Owver these ten vears, our siSTARS have participated
in feeding missions for those who are less forunate,
clothing and coan drives. hygiene product drives for
shelters, Christmas gift drives, and summer backpack
and school-supply drives for children preparing to
returmn to school, and most recently free back 1o school
haircuts and styling for the kids at the shelter,

We have also raised funds to support causes close to
our hearts, including cancer and lupus foundation,

One of the areas that means the most to me perscnally
is our scholarship program. Our scholarships are
geared toward undersevved populations, including

single parents, individuals from low-income households,

and students living in the Mew York shelter system.

Education has the power to change the direction of a
person’s life, and 1 believe that financial circumstances
should not be the reason someone has to give up on
their dreams. If we can help even one student move
cleser to their educational goals, then our work

has meaning.

But if you ask me about my favorite part of giving back,
1 will always tell you about Christmas. Every Christmas,

our organization provides age-appropeiate gifts (o
children in shelters. There is something incredibly
special about seeing the expression on a child's face
when they receive a gift—especially when that gift is
something they specifically wished for. Those smiles
are priceless.

Sometimes, it is not the biggest or most expensive gift
that makes the greatest impact. Sometimes, it is
something as simple as a winter jackel. To a child ina
shelter, that jacket can mean warmith. It can mean
comfort. It can mean someone cared enough to think
about them. Those moments remind me that giving is
not about how much we have. It is about whar we are
willing to pive from what we do have.

Cur journey has not always been easy. Thene have been
challenges, opposition, disappointments, and moments
when continuing forward required determination.

Then came the COVID-19 pandemic. a time that
challenged individuals, families, businesses, and
erganizations around the workl. But even through those
difficult circumstances, our mission endured.

We persevered. We adapted. We continued 1o look for
ways [0 serve our communities. That experience taught
me that when you truly believe in what you are doing,
obstacles may slow you down, but they do not have

Lo Stop vou,

Ten years later. 1 am humbled by how far we have come.
1 am grateful for every woman who has ever sat al our
brunch table. | am grateful for every volusieer who
donated their time. | am grateful for every person who
donated clothing, food, school supplies, gifls, money,
or resources. | am grateful for every supporter who
beliieved in our migsion. And [ am especially greatful
for every child, family, student, and communily membne
who allowed us to be a small part of their journey.

You have all contributed to the story of siSTARS Inc.
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T years later, [brovg b fenlubader s pon b &

[ am grasedial for every woeman who hes ever sa122 oor
brench table. | nm gzl o oy ve'petme vho
donated chabiieg. fiak sheell iipyane, it ksl
or resasces, | am graeciul for cvery sapposter who
believed in our meissise. And | am epecially gravefil
for every child. femily, stodenl. and comesoiny member
whi afloreed s to be 2 small pant of their jnomey.
Yo have all conzribued 10 the Soey of sISTARS lnc.

As lor e, my journey has entered anather chupter.
Ratirement hart alloneed me breathing naom to think
clearer abot the fumse. I is an opportunity 1o open
the perat chapter and ask. What clse can I dunk Wiho ekie
can [ help? What ather dreams can | perue?

And that & the messape [ wan 1o leave with every
weenan who hus been toathed by SSTARS over these
past ten vesrs. Do o be afraid to dream again,
The workd s trudy am open book. lkad wiih epportsities
beyond vour wildest dresme. Yimr focus matters.
Your drive matters. Your determination matters.
And your abality 10 stay the cowrse malters.

There will be peaple who doubt you. There will be
obatackes vou did not expect. There wlil be mosents
when yoa guestio: whrther yoa shookd confinee.

Continee anynay, Beliere in yoursell Semmnd yoersdl

with posple scho encoerage yoo. Celebraic the
acoamglishmens of others Reach back when you move

foreand. And never farget the power you possess o

make a difference in someone else’s life.

That &5 what SSTARS hes teeght me. Wi do oot ke
o wait until we have everything figumd out befure
we hegin helping athens. We can samwith whar we
have. We can stest where we are. Wie can start with
oo weezan, oo child, one family, one sdont, coe act
of kindness

Ter pears g0, Dnzened with 4 visicn, Toclsy. that viion
has become & docade of eemarics, relatiombips,

.
servioe. iad impact. And whille | am proud of what we

herre acroepiithed, | belisve our gresioe days are ssll
ahead of es. Due virey i not finiched. There ane moee
women bo Bngize. More boainewoes o toppart. Meve
drem b enomerger, hlare chibiven 1o resch. Meove
studients o bedp, Move communities bo serve. And more
roes by bomach

“Tomy bemaifal SSTARS. [ sy thank vou. Thank yo ke
Insting the visica, Thuak vem for shawing kp Thisk you
[ baelieving iin sisserbood, Thenk you fee ghving voer
time, yoer tadewts, yoor resnorced, and your hears.
Thank yow & roninding me that when womsen come
Togetver with love 2nd perpose, there is no lmit o what
we can accomplish.

wildest dreams. Your focus, ﬁm’dﬁ&f
and your ability to stay 1

As we celebrate ten vears, | celebrate not just an
onganiration, bust a family. A fmily built around
encouragement. A Fumily bailt aroend service.
A fimily built around lowe., A family bodl around
the beliel that when one of us rites, we all have
an oppanantly to rise with her,

My praver and hope for the neat fen years is that
SISTANS will continue to be a beacoo of hope,
sisterhiood, empowcement, and service, May we
continue 1o insgine wormen o discover their strength.
May we continoe 10 molvale women Lo parses
their dreams. hlay we continue to celebrate [ile's
miledones. May we Ccontinue 1o MEpPor women
in businese. May we cominue to reach underseved
communities, May we coatinue to give children
reasons 1o smile. And may we always remember
why we started,

Ten years later, I am still standing.
Still believing.
Still serving,
Still dreaming,.
| Still giving.
| And still grateful.
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“The world is truly an open book
with opportunities beyond your

are all you need to be anything
t to be.”
you wan _.rF?J

With love and gratitude,

ey P laleolon

Founder & CEQ
Circle of siSTARS Brunch Ine. & d5TARS Inc.
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Happy 10th Anniversary to
Circle of siSTARS Brunch Inc. and siSTARS Inc.

" Here is to ten years of °
Sisterhood. Inspiration. Service.

Transformation. Achievement. Resilience. £

And here is to the next chapter.

CHANGING LIV
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Ten years ago, CSB Inc./siSTARS Inc. started with a simple belief. Created September 2016,

4 a group of professional women came together once a month to fellowship through a meal and conversation
in a judge free environment to inspire, motivate and embrace one another. It was then through the bond

and fellowship that siSTARS Inc. was born as a Sisterhood Organization to Give Back to the Community.

Look what we have built foger}zer in a decade, because of your dedication, trust and generosity
in our Founder’s mission!

We have spent 10 unwavering years serving our community. Listed below are just a snippet of our
accomplishments:

Impacted over 3,000 children and families in our community

Each of the 10 years awarded up to five young adults scholarships towards their higher education

Extended humanitarian assistance to support Jamaica, West Indies during its recent devastation
of Hurricane Melissa.

Organized a street ministry and fed the homeless hot meals that are displaced living on the streets of NYC
Sponsored a five course Holiday meal for families residing in the NYC/DHS shelter system
Collaborated with NYU/Hassenfeld Children Hospital to provide toys to progressively ill children
Provided senior citizens with toiletries, board games and conversation at the nursing home

Provided soup, sandwiches and clothing to the migrants while stationed at Randalls Island NYC

Facilitated/Sponsored our annual holiday toy Drive

2 P P D > D D P o

Sponsored back to school hair cuts and hairstyles for the shelter boys/girls

This Anniversary is not just about looking back - it is about honoring the community that made this journey
possible. So today, whether you have been with us day one, or joined our community/family this year,

you are the heartbeat of this organization, which embraces and values all of our Membership, Mentors and Donors.
As the organization continues to blossom we are dedicated in welcoming an environment that best serves

the needs of our community.

[ continue to embrace my heartfelt gratitude to our Visionary, Founder and Chief Executive Officer Kay Malcolm

for her commitment and excellence to this great organization and her unwavering faith in me to walk beside her
in the growth of our organization.

Tonight, I salute our board for your endless leadership, dedication and resilience. As we look ahead to the next
ten years, the work continues.

Thank you for giving us a decade of hope, progress and unconditional love.
Here’s to the next chapter of impact!

With deep gratitude,

SISTERHOOD % SERVICE % EMPOWERMENT % COMMUNITY
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! As we celebrate 10 remarkable years of CSB INC. & siSTARS INC,, I first want to give
God all the glory, honor, and praise for His strength, grace, mercy, and countless blessings
that have carried us throughout this incredible journey.

I am truly grateful for my siSTARS, my friends, and my family—the people who continue |
to encourage, support, and inspire me. Your love and commitment are a beautiful reminder
of the power of sisterhood and the difference we can make when we come together with
purpose.

For the past decade, CSB INC. & siSTARS INC. has remained committed to serving,

4 empowering, and giving back to our community. From supporting our young scholars

and providing opportunities through scholarships, to reaching out to shelters, assisting
those experiencing homelessness, and supporting charitable causes whenever there is a need,
our mission has always been bigger than ourselves.

As we celebrate this 10-year milestone, we celebrate not only how far we have come,
but also the lives we have touched, the families we have encouraged, the young people
we have invested in, and the communities we have served.

May God continue to bless our organization, our leadership, our members, our families,
and every person whose life we have had the privilege of touching. May He give us the wisdom,
strength, and resources to continue doing great things for our community for many years to come.

FHappy 10th Flnniversary,

CSB INC. & siSTARS INC.!
— Y —
Heres to a decade of service, sisterhood, compassion, empowerment,

and giving back—and to many more years of making a difference.

With love, gratitude & blessings,

s Tt
tphaie Tl et

CSB INC. & siSTARS INC.
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As we celebrate 10 incredible years of CSB/siSTARS, I'm reflecting on the beautiful
journey that began in September 2016 and the powerful impact this organization
continues to make in the lives of women and families in our community.

d{w For a decade, CSB/siSTARS has been a safe, uplifting space where women from all
walks of life come together through monthly brunches, fundraisers, and special
INSPIRE | events to share, encourage, inspire, and support one another. The strength, resilience,
EMPOWER W and determination of the women in this sisterhood continue to motivate me deeply.

SUPPORT Although my personal journey with CSB/siSTARS began later, [ am truly honored to

LIET stand with the phenomenal women who built this foundation and those who continue,
to carry its mission forward. I celebrate the legacy that was created before me, the
sisterhood I've been welcomed into, and the opportunity to contribute to the next
chapter of growth and empowerment.

TOGETHER

Together, we have cultivated an environment where women feel supported, valued,
and encouraged to embrace their worth and walk confidently in their purpose as the
True Queens they are.

I am especially proud of how CSB/siSTARS has expanded its reach over the years,
allowing us to make an even greater impact in our community. Our commitment to
providing scholarships for single-parent households and first-time college students
reflects our heart for service and our belief in creating opportunities that help
families move forward.

As we celebrate this 10-year milestone, let us honor our past, appreciate our present,
and look forward to an even brighter future. May we continue uplifting one another,
standing together, and using our collective strength to accomplish even greater things.

Congratulations to CSB/siSTARS on 10 years of sisterhood, empowerment, service,
and giving back.

Thank you for allowing me to be part of this beautiful sisterhood and for trusting me
with the privilege to serve alongside such extraordinary women.

. o With love, gratitude, and continued commitment,
A DECAI f 4
OF IMPACT Ww W{'& Wﬁ %M/
AND STILL V&N . 3

RISING Vice President @

SISTERHOOD % SERVICE ® EMPOWERMENT % COMMUNITY =

CSB INC. / siSTARS INC.
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Receiving the siSTAR of the Year Award is a tremendous
honor and a reflection of my lifelong dedication to serving
and uplifting my community. Through my work with
siStars LLC, I have remained committed to empowering
women, supporting families, and creating opportunities
that inspire growth, healing, purpose, and positive change.

I believe true leadership is rooted in compassion, service,
and the willingness to uplift others. Whether through
mentoring, community outreach, advocacy, or organizing
initiatives that bring people together, my goal has always
been to make a meaningful and lasting impact. Every woman,
family, and individual I have had the privilege of supporting
has strengthened my passion for helping others recognize
their worth, discover their potential, and overcome life’s
challenges.

This recognition is not simply a celebration of my journey—
it is a celebration of the collective effort of everyone who

has believed in the mission of siStars LLC, stood beside me,
and shared the vision of building stronger, healthier, and
more connected communities.

I accept this honor with a heart full of gratitude and humility.

I am thankful for every opportunity to serve, every life touched,
every lesson learned, and every woman who continues to
remind me of the power we possess when we come together.

As | receive this award, I do so with a renewed commitment
to serving with purpose, empowering with intention, and
leading with love. May we continue to create spaces where
women feel seen, families feel supported, and communities
are strengthened.

Thank you for this incredible honor. I am deeply grateful,
and I look forward to continuing this journey of service,
empowerment, and positive change—not only for today,
but for generations to come.
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CHANGE
Charisma Carter joined New York City’s Department of Correction in 2005 as a Correction
Officer, proudly becoming part of “New York’s Boldest.” Driven by a strong desire to lead, she
was promoted to Captain on July 15, 2011, and later to Assistant Deputy Warden in December
2015. Her ability to empower and motivate both staff and colleagues quickly distinguished her,

leading to her appointment as Deputy Warden in November 2016 and Deputy Warden-in-
Command in December 2022,

LEADER MENTOR | MAKER | ROLE MODEL

On April 10, 2026, Carter was appointed Warden of RNDC and subsequently named Acting
Assistant Chief of Division I. Throughout her career, she has also served with distinction as
Acting Warden at VCBC, AMKC, NIC, GRVC, and RNDC.

Carter's leadership potential was evident from the very beginning of her career, as she was
selected as Company “G" Squad Leader during her time in the Correction Academy. She
consistently strives for excellence in every endeavor; a commitment reflected in her top-ten
rankings on both the Captain and Assistant Deputy Warden promotional exams.

Over the years, Carter has earned a reputation as one of the most effective supervisors of her
generation. Known as a “breath of fresh air” across multiple facilities, she fosters a positive and
motivating work environment where both uniformed and non-uniformed staff value her presence
and leadership.

With more than 20 years of experience, Carter brings extensive knowledge in facility operations,
security protocols, and administrative procedures. She is widely recognized for her ability to
implement rapid, meaningful change while promoting unity within her teams. Her leadership is
marked by transparency, strong organizational skills, and the ability to restore order in high-
pressure environments. Her primary focus remains on ensuring the safety of staff and the
incarcerated population, restructuring management practices, and elevating morale.

Beyond her professional achievements, Carter is deeply committed to community service. Her
outreach efforts include organizing sneaker drives, back-to-school giveaways, bicycle
distributions, holiday celebrations for underserved families, and mentoring youth through Teen
Table Talk initiatives.

Above all, Carter is a devoted and proud mother to her two children, Seth and Zoi. Having
overcome numerous challenges, she continues to exemplify resilience, excellence, and
leadership. As she often states, “True leaders produce leaders. Anyone can be a supervisor, but
not everyone can be a leader.” |

/%%M

WE SEE YOU
WE THANK YOU
WE CELEBRATE YOU

fUNITY
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Kenneth Corke

HONORING THE LEGACY OF KENNETH CORKE
A LIFE OF SERVICE AND CONNECTION
L 4

ROOTS AND JOURNEY

Originally from Georgetown, St. Vincent, Kenneth brought the values of
his home island with him when he migrated to New York in 1975.

PROFESSIONAL CAREER
He dedicated over two decades to the field of corrections, starting in 1990
and serving with distinction until his retirement 12 years ago.

THE KENNETH CORKE FOUNDATION

Commitment to Education

Since retiring, Kenneth has turned his focus back to his birthplace. Through

his foundation, he has ensured that the youth of Georgetown have the tools
they need to succeed by consistently donating books and essential school supplies.

Health and Wellness

Recognizing the broader needs of the community, the foundation also
facilitates the donation of critical medical supplies to local facilities.
Community Spirit

The annual Christmas lunch has become a cornerstone of his outreach,
providing not just a meal, but a sense of belonging and support for the people
of Georgetown every holiday season.

RECOGNITION OF IMPACT

Kenneth is widely acknowledged for his selflessness. His journey—from
“the Island” to New York and back again through philanthropy—serves as an
inspiring example of how one individual can uplift an entire community
across borders.

Congratulations to siSTARS Inc. & CSB Inc. on your
10th Anniversary celebration. Kenneth accepts the Man of the Year
Award with pride and honor and wishes this organization ﬁzmre
success in all that they do to further serve our communities.

EMPOWERMENT L 4 MMUNITY
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ORGAN[ZATION

. —OF THE YEAR—
\ | CHECKMATE ENTERTAINMENT |

ENTERTAINMENT + EVENTS - COMMUNITY - OPPORTUNITY
—e O
Organization of the Year:

For over 20+ years, Checkmate Entertainment (“Checkmate”) has
ﬁ/ built professional relationships within and out of the Community
with renowned venues such as Manhattan’s Tavern on the Green,
i The Copacabana,American Park Café, Brooklyn's Coney Island
\ 1 CHECKM ATE Boardwalk Hall, Rose Castle Banquet Hall, Club Kiss, Queens NY,
\ / Resort World Casino in New York.
ENTERTAINMENT 4

We've collaborated with Platinum Productions artist and other
production companies to bring massive concert eventsto the
Community with legendary artist such as: Charlie Wilson, Jon B,
Frankie Beverly and Maze, Mellissa Morgan, Fantasia. Eric Benet,
Isley Brothers, Baby Face, New Edition, and many more to the
Community.

’ Kenneth Campbell (“aka Kmel™), Founder and CEO of Checkmate,
is a leading promoter and employer to many inthe industry with
over 20 years of experience.

Early on in life, having been born in Harlem NYC and raised in Park
Slope and Prospect Heights sections of Bklyn, Kenneth Campbell
provided resources and social serviceswithin the surrounding
Brooklyn communities as a Public Advocate coordinating
healthcare services that support the elderly, the disabled, and
vulnerable children.

Checkmate maintains to give back to the neighborhood, that in his

20 + years in the business he wholeheartatdly providesmembers

) of the community, employment opportunities suchas Host,

PEOPLE Culinarians, Steward, Custodian, Photographers/Freelance,
PURPOSE Performance/Mixing and Bonded Security Service. I find great

PARTNERSHIPS BB\ fulfillment in fostering professional growth and empowering my
PROGRESS ' \\ community to succeed which brings me joy.

In addition, Checkmate Sponsors an Annual Free Community
Summer bash with food and giveaways to the Brooklyn Community
and all surrounding communities who wish to attend.

Dedication and devotion to service and supporting others to win
will always be my passion.

- rws ...‘,.,_
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HONORING EXCEPTIONAL DEDICATION, IMPACT AND SERVICE
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Celena Ratcliff is a dynamic leader, entrepreneur, and community advocate whose work
reflects an unwavering commitment to service, empowerment, and excellence. Her

journey is not only defined by professional achievement but by profound resilience,
personal transformation, and a deep-rooted passion for uplifting others.

a

A 16-year cancer survivor, Celena embodies strength, perseverance, and faith—qualities
that continue to shape both her personal life and professional mission. Her passion for
giving, serving, and loving others is deeply rooted in her early life as a foster child in the
system. Having grown up without consistent love and stability, she made a conscious
decision to become the very source of compassion and support she once needed.

Celena is also the proud mother of a son, whom she had at a young age. Tragically, his father
passed away when he was just eight, leaving Celena to raise him alone. Today, her son is a
blessing in her life, and he has gifted her with three beautiful grandchildren—further
brightening her world and adding layers of joy to her journey.

In 1999, Celena began searching for her biological family, ultimately finding them—but
also learning that her mother had passed away at the age of 40, leaving her without the
opportunity to ever meet her. Years later, during the COVID-19 pandemic, she located her
father’s side of the family, only to discover that he too had passed before they could meet.
While these moments carried deep emotional weight, they also brought her a sense of
closure, healing, and answers that helped shape her identity and strength.

Despite these early challenges, Celena was blessed to be adopted by a loving family who
provided her with a strong foundation, including three brothers, three sisters, and a large
extended family. She credits this chapter of her life as a divine turning point, and she remains
deeply grateful to God for opening that door, surrounding her with love, and belonging.

With over three decades of success as a hairstylist, salon owner, and businesswoman, Celena
has built a legacy grounded in creativity, discipline, and entrepreneurial excellence. She
earned her business degree and license from American Business Institute before advancing
her professional training at Hair Design Institute, equipping her with expertise in business
development, marketing strategy, and high-level sales.

A former platform artist with Bronner Brothers, Celena graced major stages within one of
the most influential beauty organizations in the country. She also has over 20 years of
experience in entertainment promation, where she became known for her ability to unite
people, create impactful experiences, and foster meaningful community connections.

For the past 10 years, Celena has served on the front lines of human services as a supervisor
in a shelter supporting over 400 men experiencing homelessness. In her leadership role,

she overeses a team of 10 staff members while ensuring the delivery of critical services to
individuals facing complex challenges, including street homelessness, substance use, and
mental health conditions. Through her hands-on leadership, she not only manages operations
but actively mentors’ staff and advocates for clients—creating an environment rooted in
structure, dignity, and care. Driven by a genuine love for people and community, Celena goes
beyond her role to uplift, encourage, and empower those she serves. She helps individuals
navigate difficult circumstances, rebuild confidence, and take meaningful steps toward
independence and stability. Her work is not just a profession—it is a purpose.

Her outstanding service has been recognized with the President’s Volunteer Service Award
(2023). She is also the recipient of a Leadership Award for “Bringing People Together”
(2019) and the SFS Honors Promoter’s Leadership Award (2016), further highlighting her
long-standing impact and influence.

As the owner of New York Donz and Divaz Travel Agency, Celena continues to expand her
reach—creating opportunities for connection, cultural experiences, and global engagement.

Celena Ratcliff’s journey is defined by resilience, leadership, and heart. She has built
businesses, mentored teams, and transformed lives—leaving a lasting impact in every space
she enters. Her commitment to uplifting others and strengthening her community makes
her a powerful and deserving recipient of this award.

v
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Stacey Shillingford

Driven by a lifelong belief that kindness is action,
dedicated herself to serving others with a commitment
that consistently goes above and beyond. Her passion
for community service was instilled by her parents,
who taught her from childhood that life is measured
by what we give, not what we keep.

Stacey channels that legacy into direct, hands-on
impact across her community. She mobilizes resources
and delivers essentials where they’re needed most —
providing clothing, medical supplies, and hygiene
products to underserved families. Her work extends
into local schools with critical supplies, toys, coats,

and Easter baskets that bring dignity and joy to
children. A firm believer in the power of the future

of our children.

Her commitment to vulnerable populations is unwavering.
Stacey organizes programs that feed seniors, veterans,
and individuals experiencing homelessness, ensuring

no one in her community is forgotten. Each initiative

is executed with professionalism, compassion, and an
unrelenting standard of excellence.

What sets Stacey apart is not just what she does,
but how she does it: with consistency, humility, and
a deep respect for the people she serves. For her,
<Flor heart for f:c)mn_lunity service isn’t a project = it’s a purpose
service, her faith inherited from her parents and carried forward
in action, and her every day.
unwavering commitment
to others make her
a shining example
of what it means to be
a True Queen.”
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Wm DBucero

A LIFE OF SERVICE, FAMILY AND NEW BEGINNINGS

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to this amazing organization
for selecting me as one of the recipients of this incredible award. I am honored
to witness its growth and impact that it has made within our community.
Being a member has been both meaningful and rewarding.
= : I am a proud mother of a 31 year old son, Nikolas Bucero, who is my blessing
DEDICATION . % N! and pride and joy.

SE :
I am also blessed to share my life with my husband and soulmate, Diego Bucero.
We have been married for 18 years, together 33.

IMPACT

EXCELLENCE - [ have been employed by the NYC Department of Corrections for the past

22 years. | am looking forward to starting my new chapter in sunny Florida
after retiring this December.

\ 4
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Shalise Bailey

During this journey, my goal is to have a positive
| impact on the community through charity work
and mentorship, and empowerment. As a proud
member of the ‘CSB SISTARS’ we have created

a platform of support for women to collaborate
with each other, share resources, and serve the
community.

My major in college was human services. I have
served city of New York Department of Correction
for over 20 years; I have developed communication

skills in civil service. I have done charity work with
various non-profit agencies for youth and senior
citizens.

In my retirement from civil service, Entrepreneurship
has always been a goal. I recently entered the real

| estate industry and became a member of the Long
Island Board of Realtors. I enjoy servicing and
meeting the needs of my clients.

I have become involved with fitness groups.
Together, We promote fitness and health in the
“Her heart for community.
service, her faith . R
in action, and her [ have received guidance and direction from some
unwavering commitment of the greatest mentors.
to others make her
a shining example I strive to be a blessing to someone and inspire.

of what it means to be whe

a True Queen.”
FOUNDER'S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE RECIPIENT i




7\

BINC. ¥ EFOUNDER’S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

STARS INC. % SISTERHOOD =+ SERVICE + EMPOWERMENT

“Her heart for
service, her faith
in action, and her
unwavering commitment
to others make her
a shining example
of what it means to be
a True Queen.”

COMMUNITY

Helen Y. Cushnie a retired NYC Department of Correction
Officer for 22 years, has been a proud member of siSTARS
since February 2017.

After being invited to attend their monthly members luncheon

by the founder Kay Washington it was their Valentine’s Day
Themed Luncheon. How cool was that, it was the month of Love.

It was at that very luncheon when I learned of what siSTARS

was all about. They had a vision and a purpose which sparked

my interest because we both shared the same interest of

giving back to the community. There were many woman present.
Some [ knew from my job and others I met. The love and the warmth
that was in that room made me feel welcomed. After enjoying

good food and good fellowship, I knew I had to become a member

of this fine group of woman. At the end of the luncheon, Kay Washington
had announced if anyone was interested in becoming a member.

I graciously accepted the invitation and it has been 9 years.

I have been involved in community service since the age of 13 where

I became a huge part of the largest wheelchair charity organization in
the country. The Wheelchair Charities of New York City. It was there
when I first experienced how to raise money. I was destined to become
a servant just as my Lord Jesus Christ is. 1 have a Servant’s Heart

and I try to be humble. Jesus instructs His followers to help the sick
and the poor.

This is the same mind set the siSTARS Organization has built for the

last 10 Years. Learning what it is like to help others, by fundraising,
volunteering in food pantries, clothing distribution, shelter visitation,

and meeting people who share the same interests is what lead me

to siSTARS. I love the vision Kay Washington has had since the beginning
and that is the catalyst today for this organization. She understood

her assignment.

siSTARS raises money to help distribute food, clothing, Christmas toys,
socks, raffles and college scholarships to single mothers who are currently
living in shelters. This organization doesn’t hesitate to help where there

is a need.

Each year this organization memorializes “FALLEN ANGLES”.

My beautiful daughter Kyra Michelle Alston who I loss on November 3rd 2012
has had scholarships dedicated in her name. This May, I loss another
daughter Nicole Simone Alston. A scholarship will also be given in her name.
I want to say on behalf of my family and myself, how deeply honored we are.

Each year there is are proud recipients to receive these scholarships.

In conclusion, being a proud member has made me a humble, inspiring,
encouraging, supportive person, whose aim is to continue and model

after Jesus Christ who is the head of my life. This organization acknowledges
Jesus Christ at our meetings, always involving prayer which definitely gives
us direction as to what paths we should go in our planning.

I thank God and this organization for being chosen and recognized
to receive The Founders Award of Excellence.

As we continue this path of Sisterhood, fellowship, friendship, and
community service, let us continue to seek guidance from our Lord and Savior
as He orders our steps. Here’s To Making Lives Purposeful And Rewarding.
Happy 10th Anniversary siSTARS. Let’s Continue To Strive For The

Better Good of This Organization.

W
T elen Y. Castnie

FOUNDER'S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE RECIPIENT
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Ol linda Giibson

LEADER EDUCATOR | ADVOCATE CHANGE MAKER
v
Walinda Gibson’s Biography
Walinda Gibson is a proud African American woman who was born in Queens, New York,
and raised in Harlem, New York. She is a devoted wife to Mr. Tawan Gibson and a loving

mother to her two children, Weldon and Whitney St-Arre, who are her greatest source of
pride and inspiration.

As a dedicated special education educator, Walinda is passionate about nurturing the
academic, social, and emotional development of children with special needs. She is
committed to creating a supportive, inclusive learning environment where every child is
empowered to reach their fullest potential.

Walinda is also a cancer survivor. Her journey through cancer transformed her into a
stronger, more compassionate, and resilient woman. Facing one of life's greatest challenges
deepened her faith, strengthened her perseverance, and reminded her to trust God’s plan
while remaining grateful for each new day.

She recognizes that she did not walk this journey alone. The love, prayers, and unwavering
encouragement of her family and friends carried her through some of her most difficult
moments. Above all, Walinda gives all honor and glory to her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
She believes that every blessing, accomplishment, and source of strength in her life comes
from God. Through His grace, she continues to walk in faith, serve others with compassion,
and inspire others with her testimony of hope, resilience, and unwavering belief.

Walinda's journey with siSTARS INC began as what she thought would simply be a Saturday
social gathering to help her cope with grief. She soon discovered it was so much more.
siSTARS INC became a true sisterhood—a community of inspiring, intelligent, hardworking
women who uplift, encourage, and support one another while making a positive impact in
the community.

Today, Walinda is proud and honored to be both a member and a founder of such a
prestigious organization. She is deeply humbled and truly blessed to receive this incredible
award. She accepts this recognition with gratitude, knowing it represents not only her
personal journey but also the strength of the remarkable women of siSTARS INC and

the faith that has guided her every step of the way. She hopes her story serves as a reminder
that with God's grace, the support of a loving community, and unwavering determination,
it is possible to overcome adversity and use life’s challenges to inspire and uplift others.

TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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LEADER | ENTREPRENEUR EDUCATOR CHANGE MAKER

A REMARKABLE JOURNEY

Denise Young, affectionately known as DNY, was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York,
on October 23, 1967. A proud alumna of Bishop Loughlin High School, Denise has always
been a woman of determination, versatility, and ambition.

EDUCATION AND GROWTH

Her educational journey reflects her love for technology and learning. Denise holds a
Bachelor's degree in Engineering Technology, along with degrees in Telecommunications
and Technical Engineering,

A DISTINGUISHED CAREER

Denise enjoyed a remarkable 30-year career with Verizon, where she worked as a Technician
and spent two of those years serving as a Manager before retiring. But retirement was
certainly not the end of her entrepreneurial journey. For more than 40 years, Denise has

also been the driving force behind DNY Productions, her Travel & Entertainment business.

A WOMAN OF MANY TALENTS

With her wealth of knowledge and experience, Denise proudly describes herself as someone
who “knows a little about a lot” and embraces being a true “Jack of all Trades.” Her diverse
talents, curiosity, and willingness to learn have allowed her to explore many different areas
while continuing to grow both personally and professionally.

COMMUNITY AND SISTERHOOD

Denise has been a proud member of the Circle of siSTARS Brunch Inc. for quite some time,
and she considers it a phenomenal group of women. She is grateful to be part of a sisterhood
that celebrates women, encourages growth, shares talents and experiences, and gives back
to the community.

LEGACY AND IMPACT

She is truly proud to be a part of all that we do, and her journey is a wonderful example
of the strength, versatility, resilience, and entrepreneurial spirit that make the women
of Circle of siSTARS so extraordinary.

o —

“When wemen supporl women,
incredible things happen.”

v
— DENISE YOUNG “DNY”
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Amanda Williams

Amanda Williams is a mom of three beautiful
children Barry, Keionna and Kiara, the proud owner
of Beautiful Minds Daycare, also a PCA to her
beautiful mother! She was born and raised in
Louisiana and moved to NYC in 2008. Amanda
always had a passion for taking care of kids and
elderly. That passion lead her to start babysitting

at age of 12 to now being the founder of her own
daycare.

Amanda started volunteering for different nonprofit ||
organizations dealing with kids from 2010 and has
continued volunteering until this day. Which lead
her to start Raising Social Butterflies Inc by providing
literacy books and mentoring kids her in community
and being an advocate for the youth in her previous
church as the Youth Leader.

Amanda also started a community garden in
Far Rockaway called The Healing Garden where
she hopes it will be the bridge between food
insecurity and healing the community where

everyone can come and fellowship together through
food. She continues being an advocate for her

community by building a village one person at a time.

(fiﬁ?@d%%éi%%ﬁé%ﬁlﬂ&b
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Valencia Helms
Army Veteran | Public Servant / Wife & Mother

Valencia Helms was born and raised in Brooklyn,
New York, by two loving parents who helped mold
her into the person she is today.

After high school, Valencia joined the Army Reserve,
proudly serving for 18 years - including one year
deployed in Iraq — and earning her status as an Army
veteran. She went on to build a long and dedicated
career with the City of New York, spending 8 years

with the Department of Social Services before finishing
her career with 22 years at the Department of Corrections.

Valencia met the love of her life, her husband Steven Helms,
and the two have been happily married for 25 years.
Together they have raised three amazing children:

Jasmine, Kamora, and Steven Jr.

Valencia has been involved with CSB SiStars Inc. since
its founding 10 years ago. She describes the sisterhood
as a thoughtful, caring, and dedicated group of women,
and cherishes the charities, shelters, and movements
they support together. She loves how the sisterhood
uplifts every member and makes each woman feel

like the queen she is.

“Her heart for e T
. . alencia ext S = e € s -
service, he’.?‘falﬂl encla exien er neartieit COng’ltU. ations to

. . CSB SiStars Inc. on 10 years of dedicated service
in action, and her I years of dedicated service

: : and accomplishments.
unwaverin g commitment :

. ’ o hhow |
to ot.h.e;rs make her She was in awe and pleasantly surprised to learn |
a shining example

O v she was being honored by the organization, and is
\ of what it means to be f ; : i \ i
W ; o truly honored to accept the Founders Award of Excellence. |
a True Queen.”
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COBA IS PROUD
TO SUPPORT

10TH ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIP
GALA BRUNCH

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL HONOREES

BEST WISHES FROM THE

AND YOUR FRIENDS AT THE NEW YORK
CITY DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

FOLLOW YOUR

OeDO

COBANYC.ORG

“Patrolling the Toughest Precints in New York”

BOLDEST

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
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GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M.
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—— ON THEIR ——

10™ YEAR
Otnnual Gale

On behalf of the officers and members of
New Amsterdam Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.,
we extend our heartfelt congratulations
to Sistars Inc. on the celebration of your
10th Annual Gala.

Your unwavering dedication is empowering
communities, uplifting others through service,
and making a lasting impact is truly commendable.
May this milestone mark another decade of
growth, success and continued excellence.

We applaud your vision, leadership and
commitment and we wish you many more
years of prosperity and meaningful service.

4

Fraternally Submitted,

GRAND MASTER

1 : NEW AMSTERDAM GRAND LODGE A'F. & A.M.
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OUR MISSION IS TO EMPOWER WOMEN,
ENCOURAGE EDUCATION, STRENGTHEN FAMILIES,
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.
TOGETHER, WE INSPIRE.
TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER.
TOGETHER, WE GIVE BACK.
TOGETHER, WE RISE.
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TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER.
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OUR MISSION IS TO EMPOWER WOMEN,
ENCOURAGE EDUCATION, STRENGTHEN FAMILIES,
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.
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TOGETHER, WE INSPIRE.
TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER.
TOGETHER, WE GIVE BACK.
TOGETHER, WE RISE.
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OUR MISSION IS TO EMPOWER WOMEN,
ENCOURAGE EDUCATION, STRENGTHEN FAMILIES,
AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE
IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.
TOGETHER, WE INSPIRE.
TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER,
TOGETHER, WE GIVE BACK.
TOGETHER, WE RISE.
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August 26, 1986 — November 3, 2012

Kyra was a loving, funny, talented
and vibrant soul who brought
laughter everywhere she went. She

loved family, music, dancing, cooking,

shopping, sneakers, and life. Her
beautiful spirit, infectious smile, and
unique style will never be forgotten.
She Still Lives.

ol Fs

FALLEN ANGELS'.

J&zc(y K erc/fwmﬁ

Stacey C. Richards was a
Daughter, Sister and Friend. She
was very loving, kind hearted,
peaceful and family oriented. She
was an observer of nature and the
dreamer of audacious dreams. She
loves to read and mentor children.
She was a child of God divinely
guided by his hand. Sistars Inc.
honored to be giving out a
scholarship presented in memory
of Stacey.

Dicole Alston
January 9, 1978 — May 18, 2026

Nicole was a beautiful soul whose
kindness, laughter, generosity, and
loving spirit touched everyone she
met. She cherished her family,
friends, and beloved cats, Blu and
Buddy. Though her time was far
too short, her love, memories, and
radiant spirit will forever remain in
our hearts. Rest peacefully, Coley
Cale. You will be deeply missed
and forever loved.

i

i Il Romane  SISTARS INC.
August 23, 1927 - Aqust 8, 2019

W% JohnN. Romano, beloved husband, father, siSTARS Inc : : ot e
N grandfather, attorney, Marine, and devoted . im was a loving father, grandfather,
community leader, passed peacefully at 91. SChOlarShlpS aAr€  prother, friend, and beloved member of the
A lifelong Yonkers resident, John dedicated given out honoring Boldest Ryders MC. Known for his humor,

his life to family, justice, faith, and service. kindness, love of family, sports, grilling,
% these fallen aﬂgelso and adventure, Jim never met a stranger.

v He will be deeply missed.

51, of Staten Island NY
May 26, 2026
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Sponsors.
A Trip to the Queens Zoo
For Salvation Army Residents
Sat April 4th 2026 (Rain Date April 11th 2026)

» Al residents must meet at main entrance at IPM SHARP
+ OMNY card will be provided
+ 20 persons allowed
e Eanied by a parent
-
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It’s not how much we give,
but how much love we put into giving.
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CSB Inc. and siSTAR Inc. thanks everyone
who has made the last 10 years possible.

Your support and service makes all the difference
and allows for a brighter tomorrow.




ROMANO
AT LAW

Injured on
the job?

Yonkers
Bronx
Queens
Manhattan

= “"Romano At Law will thoroughly
) . investigate your condition and

present your case in the best, most
comprehensive manner possible.”

se rVices -Joseph A. Romano, Esq.

Workers’ Compensation

24/7 Online Service
Social Security Disability

Free Consultations
Pension

= Achieving successful case
Personal Injury o _' ST outcomes for over 39 years

Legal Referrals Hablamos Espafiol

www.romanoatiaw.com
855.965.1515

Disclaimer Attorney Advertising. Past Results Do Not Guarentee Similar Results.




